Storrs Gate House

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY STATEMENT

Storrs Gate House is a seven bedroomed detached guest house providing high quality accommodation within the beautiful Lake District National Park.  We are fundraising members of the Tourism and Conservation Partnership.  The Proprietors of Storrs Gate Guest House recognise our responsibility to manage the environmental impacts of our activities, products and services.  We have assessed our activities and identified that our significant environmental aspects/impacts include management of waste, conservation of energy and water, sourcing produce locally, minimizing food miles, responsible and ecological management of chemicals.

In order to promote good environmental practices, our Policy with regard to the environment is as follows: -

1. To identify the significant environmental impacts of our activities.

2. To develop suitable objectives, targets and management programmes, applying appropriate operational procedures to minimise our significant environmental impacts during normal, abnormal and emergency conditions.

3. To comply with relevant legislation, regulation and other requirements relating to our significant environmental impacts.

4. To prevent pollution, minimise our inputs of utilities and resources and the outputs of emissions to the atmosphere, effluents to waters/sewers and wastes to disposal facilities; endeavouring to re-use, recover or recycle materials where practicable.

5. To ensure that environmental responsibilities are defined, communicated and understood at all levels within our organisation and provide appropriate training where needed.

6. To ensure that suppliers and contractors understand the guest house policy and assist them in developing appropriate systems and a responsible approach with regard to environmental issues.

7. To communicate, co-operate and respond to the views of interested parties, including guests and the general public, on environmental issues, where this is practicable and likely to result in an overall improved environmental performance.

8. To strive for continual improvement in overall environmental performance.

Title   Proprietors

Signed  Vince and Shirley Byrne

Date   12 February 2007

Measures undertaken, in progress and planned ……
REDUCE
· Thermostatic radiator valves fitted to all radiators
· Water metered since 2001

· New gas central heating boilers 2004 - hot water thermostat set at 60c

· New gas meter installed 2008

· Showers in all en-suites  - aerators fitted to most taps
· Eco-balls used in washing machine, agitator balls used in driers
· 75% double glazing. 25% secondary glazing to original sash windows
·  New loft insulation 2004/2008 in conjunction with building regulations 
· Highest specification insulation used in building programs 2004-2008
· Supporting local economy by sourcing all produce within National Park and/or 25 miles wherever possible.  Home made jams and marmalade provided. 
· A number of low energy bulbs have been fitted.  An ongoing replacement schedule is underway
· Most accessible hot water and heating pipes insulated
· Logs from maintenance of own trees used in woodburning fire
· Water butt  in garden used to water plants 

· ‘A’ rated electrical appliances installed when replacements necessary 

RE-USE
· Bottled milk delivered by local dairy - bottles returned
· Free-range eggs delivered by local farm - egg cartons returned   

· Some refillable toiletries in use
RECYCLE
· Doorstep recycling of bottles, cans and paper by local Council
· Garden/kitchen waste composted – 3 compost bins in use
· Plastic/cardboard/clothing/shoes recycled at local recycling sites
DISPOSE
· Use of local council waste disposal depot for all suitable items 

You may wish to help by:
· Switching off any unnecessary lights when you go out
· Observing our towel re-use suggestion to save energy and water

· Closing curtains at night before you go out

· Turn off the TV instead of using standby mode
· Adjust the radiator valves in the bedroom and bathroom to suit your own comfort. (Too high a setting, with a need to have the windows open, will only contribute to wasting energy) 

· Without an entrance porch our front door opens onto the main staircase of the house, please try not to leave it open; it is amazing how quickly the heat disappears 

· Leave your car for a day - we are happy to help with advice on local options 

· Support local businesses, it helps keep them viable for us all
· Please place papers and bottles at the side of your room waste bin as it helps with our recycling
· Offering any suggestions you may feel we have overlooked                                                                   Thank you
